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GGrroowwiinngg  vveeggggiieess  iinn  WWoolllloommbbii  
LLaannddccaarree  mmeeeettiinngg  SSaattuurrddaayy  2200tthh  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  22001100  aatt  44::0000ppmm  
 

OOuurr  hhooss tt ss   ffoorr   oouurr   nneexxtt   mmeeee tt iinngg  
wwii ll ll   bbee   NNiicckk  &&  LLiinnddaa  LLyyccooss ,,   
oonn  tthhee ii rr   pprrooppeerr ttyy   aatt   11006611  
WWaattaaggaann  CCrreeeekk  RRooaadd,,   LLaagguunnaa..     
  

(( JJuuss tt   ppaass tt   tthhee   LLaagguunnaa  WWiinnee   
BBaarr ,,   ttuurrnn  ddoowwnn  WWaattaaggaann  
CCrreeeekk  RRooaadd  aanndd  pprroocceeeedd  ffoorr   1100  
kkmmss..     TThhee   LLaannddccaarree   ss ii ggnnss   wwii ll ll   
gguuiiddee   yyoouu.. ))   
!

Are you someone who aspires to 
grow your own vegetables in that 
little plot of land near your house, but all you have managed so far is to feed the local 
wildlife and nourish a crop of weeds? 
 

Have you been reading the books and magazines and watched the gardening shows on 
the telly become even more confused?  Then here is an opportunity to visit Nick & 
Linda’s property, marvel at their vegetable garden and ask Nick how he does it season 
after season, year after year. 
 

And if, after you have studied Nick’s techniques and asked all your questions, there is 
any time left, we can take a walk along the banks of the Watagan Creek and hear and 
see what Nick has done to preserve the streambanks.    
 

We suggest you wear sturdy shoes, trousers and a hat 
for the walk.  A notebook, pencil and a folding chair 
might also be useful.  Tea and coffee provided as usual. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you there.             
Jane Mowatt (4998 8158)  
 

EEvveerryyoonnee   ii ss   wwee ll ccoommee ..   
      

 
 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Wollombi Valley Landcare Group 
Inc, or any other Landcare agency or government department, but are presented to promote discussion 
about and the practice of sustainable land use and environmental responsibility.  
!
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Our last meeting – A visit to Shelagh and John Brigg's 
property "Injasuti" for the 2009 Christmas Meeting 
  

Once again, on visiting this property I was impressed by the vast amount of work that has 
been carried out to replace the extensive Lantana infestation with two diverse communities 
of native species. 

  

Removal of the Lantana invading up the gully side onto the 
ridge line has allowed the natural Dry Sclerophyll Forest of 
Spotted Gums and Stringybarks to regenerate and extend 
down the slope. 
 

The clearing of Lantana is also occurring down the other slope 
on the house side where there is very little remaining of the 
native vegetation community.  The cleared areas are 

extending gradually on several fronts down the hill, with this slope almost clear and providing 
access to the gully and lowest portions of the other side. 
 

In the gully, and on the slopes near the house an intensive planting of rainforest trees has 
struggled with the heavy wallaby predation, drought and heat waves.  Shelagh has fought 
back with a range of fencing options which has now evolved into individual cages for each tree 
planted, shading of new plantings in summer and watering by hose.  All very labour intensive 
but experience over time and plantings has shown the extra effort is necessary for the young 
trees to survive. 
 

Our more intrepid members follower Shelagh down into the 
gully while others admired the new plantings of rainforest 
species under the shade of the Acacia stand near the house. 
 

One index of the success of the regeneration is when native 
plants begin to colonise the cleared areas naturally.  Several 
native species of trees, e.g. Alphitonia excelsa, the Red 
Ash, are now into the second generation but still require assistance to compete successfully 
with the Lantana. 

  

After our tour, we settled down on the patio with an impressive 
selection of food and drink to enjoy the sunset and catch up 
with other news.  Our particular thanks go to Shelagh for the 
provision of copious quantities of chilled Sangria that were very 
welcome indeed at the end of such a hot day. 
 

It was also the last meeting attended by Robyn and Stewart 
Lamond.  Robyn has been an active and enthusiastic Landcare committee member since 1997, 
as President and then Secretary.  So in recognition of her contribution, the committee 
awarded her life membership and as a token of our appreciation presented her with a Wollemi 
Pine to plant at her new property near Nabiac. 
 

Our thanks to Shelagh and John for a very pleasant venue for our Christmas Meeting and an 
interesting update on the progress of the Lantana battle and the progress being made at 
their property, “Injasuti”. 

Jane Mowatt 
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Fox Shooting Program in November 2009 
 
In 2008 Wollombi Valley Landcare Group allocated substantial funds ($3500), to an initial 
fox control program with the intention of encouraging regular eradication programs each 
year, once a viable method is identified.  1080 ground baiting was recommended to us by 
the NSW Department of Environment as they have found it effective in many regions of 
NSW, including urban areas.  We assembled a list of landholders willing to allow 1080 
baiting and had engaged land management specialists to undertake the baiting program.  
At the last minute, in winter 2009, we were unable to proceed with that scheduled program 
due to a new ruling on distances of baits from habitations by our new Livestock Health and 
Pest Authority at Cumberland.  So we then arranged a trial shooting program for those 
landholders who had already committed to the fox control program.  
 
We engaged a specialised control company, Hunter Reptile & Vermin Control, offering 
small teams of shooters to work on groups of properties in the Laguna and Wollombi 
areas.  A fox survey was done and they advised giving it a try in late November.  This 
attempt at fox control was not as successful as we had hoped.  Over a couple of weeks 
the teams came on 2 night stints working through the night.  Cage traps were also set.  
Some of the hunt is in vehicles and on foot at other times, using red beams to limit the 
animal awareness of their presence.  It is only possible to cover a large area if vehicles 
can get access.  Only 6 foxes were shot, 4 at Laguna and 2 at Wollombi, some of them 
along roads (which these shooters have a permit to do).  They saw plenty of rabbits as 
well so shot those while they were there. The main factor for the low success rate is 
probably the time of year.  Early summer will not be as good as autumn-winter when the 
foxes are dispersing to mate.  
 
The shooters were disappointed with the low number of foxes killed as well.  They are 
keen to help local landholders control these pests and are happy to return to the valley to 
shoot foxes and rabbits at no extra charge for the moment.  They may want to camp on 
some properties or use cabins where available.  Also it will be far easier for them to work 
in our area if as many landholders as possible commit to allowing them access, especially 
groups of neighbouring properties.  Wollombi Valley Landcare can assemble a larger 
contact list and take advantage of this cooperative approach from the shooters.  Email 
contact will be easiest to notify landholders when the shooters are coming.  The shooters 
will then work from the list of interested properties, making contact where necessary.     
 
There is concern expressed by some that if we kill the foxes, the populations of rabbits will 
grow even more.  Professional advice suggests that the fox diet is so varied it will make 
little difference to the rate at which rabbits breed.  So for the protection of your ground 
cover, watercourses and biodiversity it is critical to have an effective rabbit control program 
as well. 
 
If you would like to be part of a future fox (and rabbit) control program to restore some 
balance in our natural areas and give our native wildlife a better chance of survival, please 
contact Wollombi Valley Landcare Group, c/o Wollombi Store or 
wollombi.landcare@gmail.com with all these details:  
Your name / contact phone numbers / email address / property address / Lot & DP. 
 
The European Red Fox preys on frogs, lizards, small mammals (such as bandicoots) and ground dwelling 
and feeding birds (lyrebirds and wrens) as well as domestic animals and livestock like chickens, ducks, 
geese and their eggs and lambs and calves. Fruits and insects (even dung beetles) are also part of their 
varied diet. Foxes will travel several kilometres in search of food and typically will collect 3 times as much 
food as they need, burying it for lean times. They therefore contribute greatly to wildlife and stock loss as 
well as the spread of weeds. Foxes also spread diseases like sarcoptic mange that is infecting our Wombats. 
Predation by the European red fox was declared a key threatening process across NSW in 1998 by the NSW 
Scientific Committee. They have been identified as a primary threat to about 40 threatened native species 
including locally, the Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby.   
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WANT TO HELP SUFFERING WOMBATS? 
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What should we do next…?  Have your say. 
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Wollombi Valley Landcare Group Contacts  
 
Mail: Wollombi Valley Landcare Group, Inc. c/o Wollombi General Store, Wollombi 2325 
Items for newsletter: Graham Taylor - 9981 6317/4998 3326  wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  
!
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Why not join the Landcare Committee?  
 

With the approach of our Annual General Meeting, to be held in conjunction with our April 
meeting, we are eager to add some new faces to the committee.  Why not join the committee 
as a ‘junior’ member to see just what we do and hopefully you can take up a position as an 
office bearer at a later stage? 
 

The current committee comprises  
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As an existing member of Landcare we encourage you to get involved and participate in 
setting the future direction of our organisation.  Please call any of the committee if you 
would like to give it a try. 
!
‘Just to the North’ 
 
We have successfully completed our move to the mid-north coast and are being kept very busy with a 
string of tasks to get the property sorted out.  Now that the boundary fences are checked we’ll have 
to get some cattle in as the grass is getting very thick with all the rain of late.  We’re enjoying the 
birds and animals that visit including the Eastern Rosella, Pied Butcherbird, Rufus Fantail, Eastern 
Grey Roo, Red-necked Wallaby and Pademelon.  But the most fascinating is the call from what some 
knowledgeable Wollombi visitors think will be the Pheasant Coucal.  When calling together they sound 
like a bunch of baboons.  Our area name, Wang Wauk, could easily have been named after all that noise. 
 
I have a spot planned for the Wollemi Pine, a very generous 
gift on our departure from Wollombi Valley Landcare.  We 
have a dam to the south of the house that will also be the 
source of water for the cattle troughs.  We’ll be fencing off 
that dam and many others to keep the water clean.  I think 
the slope down to it will be a good, protected spot for this 
‘living fossil’, in view of the house.  
 
We are enjoying impressive support from the CMA on soil 
health and sustainable grazing and can join a string of 
different landholder groups.  We’re hoping to start a Holistic Management course that starts locally in 
a few weeks.  That will be very timely for us, being new to grazing.  There is a great Landcare ‘network’ 
in the area, and we benefit from the activities in Great Lakes, Manning Valley and Gloucester so there 
is a string of things on each month. 
 
It’s great that Wollombi has been getting lots of rain too, greening it all up again.  It was very brittle 
when we left in mid December.  We enjoyed a ‘Wollombi-like’ event last weekend with a lunch at 
Harrington with 3 bush poets as part of a series of events called Poets by the Sea.  Many things like 
this will remind us of our times in the Wollombi Valley.  
 
We look forward to keeping in touch, Robyn & Stewart Lamond   
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Wollombi Landcare Planting Group 
 
Our Landcare Group has members who are experienced in mass plantings of native 
trees and are prepared to assist landholders who need help when undertaking the 
daunting task of planting out up to several hundred trees and/or shrubs. 
 

The protocol consists of a visit to the property by one of the team to see what the 
intended work consists of, and a checklist of things which the property owner has to 
undertake to prepare for the plantings, e.g. prepare the sites, slash grass, weeds for 
each plant, buy the plants (native, of course, and local, as much as possible) and rabbit 
guards and stakes, and arrange for things like availability of water at the planting 
site.  The team arrives on the due date, there is a brief demonstration of techniques, 
and the planting goes ahead. 
 

We are also asking for people who can volunteer to be part of the planting group - 
level of expertise is not an issue as on-the-job training can be supplied, and there are 
plenty of jobs on a planting day which require no experience whatever.  The idea is to 
harness enthusiasm to help each other enhance our properties and improve the 
biodiversity of the valley in general. 
 

If you want to get involved, either to make use of this offer of help, or are offering 
to help others, please contact: 
 

Jane Mowatt on 4998 8158 or Shelagh Brigg on 4998 0092 
 
Back copies  
 

Back copies of previous issues of the Wollombi Valley Landcare newsletter are now available 
on the Wollombi Valley Online website at http://wollombi.nsw.au by clicking on Local News, 
selecting News Archive and scrolling down through the listing for the newsletter you want – 
they are listed in chronological order. 
!
Contact details for members to arrange to borrow Landcare 
equipment 
!
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