THE IMPACT OF EXTENDING THE HERITAGE CONSERVATION AREA IN WOLLOMBI VALLEY.
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The new Local Environmental Plan being prepared by Council defines a Heritage Conservation Area stretching from Bucketty to Paynes Crossing, with a large area also extending along Wollombi Road in the direction of Cessnock.  This is a massive increase on the Wollombi Village Heritage Conservation area defined in the Hunter Region Environmental Heritage Plan 1989.  The proposed Heritage Conservation Area provisions in the new LEP would operate throughout the extended area to impose further restrictive provisions additional to the proposed drastic changes which would be brought about by the new E3 Environmental Management Zone planned for the Wollombi Valley.
The main Heritage Conservation provisions are contained in Clause 35.  This clause requires development consent for numerous activities, even for demolishing or removing a single tree, and written authority from the consent authority for work of a minor nature, or maintenance work, even to a tree!  Development consent or written approval will be required when altering any existing building, work, relic, tree or place within the Heritage Conservation Area, including (in the case of a building) making changes to the detail, fabric, finish or appearance of its exterior.  Clause 35(4) provides that, before granting consent, the consent authority may require a Heritage Impact Statement to be prepared.  In addition, Clause 35(5) provides that the consent authority may also require a Heritage Conservation Management Plan to be submitted, and in some circumstances must notify the Heritage Council, and take into consideration its response.
Most members of the community would welcome restrictions that do in fact protect and conserve the heritage of our district.  However, the planned new Heritage Conservation Area provisions go far beyond what is needed to achieve this, and instead impose onerous and expensive restrictions on the use and enjoyment of a huge area of land.
