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CESSNOCK

CITY COUNCIL





	MEMO TO:
	Cr Ryan



	COPY TO:


	Councillors Besoff & Smith

	SUBJECT:
	QWN – Sydney GAS – Drilling in Wollombi Valley



	CRMS NO.:
	13319529



	DATE:
	25 June 2008




Reference is made to your question without notice from the Council meeting held on 4 June 2008 as follows:

SYDNEY GAS – DRILLING IN WOLLOMBI VALLEY

Question:

Councillor Ryan asked whether a Council officer could be designated to investigate the extent of potential impacts on infrastructure in regard to the drilling.

Answer:

The General Manager advised that this would be done.

To gather information on the work being carried out and the duration / vehicle movements for the works., Council’s Design Engineer, Mr Darrn McKimm access the Sydney Gas website www.sydneygas.com.au.

The potential impact on Council’s infrastructure is considered minimal.  There are 5 coreholes to be drilled as part of the exploration project, of which only 2 are in the Cessnock LGA.  These are located 1km south of Wollombi township and 7km north of Williams Bridge.

Sydney Gas have carried out a Review of Environmental Factors, Archaeological Assessment, Assessment of Significance and held an information session of the 7th June 2008 at the Wollombi Community Hall. all of this information is on the website at the following link

http://www.sydneygas.com.au/content.php/68.html 
A letter has been sent to Sydney Gas highlighting Council’s current load limit of 9 tonnes on Cunneens Bridge and that any heavy vehicles shall not travel over this bridge.

Scott Black, Project Manager - Hunter from Sydney Water has sent an email 17 June 2008 confirming the route that the drilling rig will take to travel between the two sites located in the Cessnock LGA.  The route avoids Cunneens Bridge at all times as the rig will travel between the two sites via Cessnock and Broke. The bridges on this route are rated at a minimum of RTA T44 load limit.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Council’s Design Engineer, Mr Darren McKimm on telephone 4993 4262 or myself on telephone 4993 4274.
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