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The Minister for Planning, 






3/10/08

Department of Planning, 

GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001; 

                         Re: Sanctuary Villages, Cessnock (MP 07_0172)



      Public Exhibition 3A – Strategic Planning
Dear Minister,

Please find below my submission regarding the Sanctuary Villages development at Paxton - Millfield.

I object to the re-zoning of the land for this development. The Congewai Catchment is a fragile ecosystem already under stress and the imposition of 700 houses in the area is inappropriate on both environmental and infrastructure grounds. Below are some main reasons for rejecting the development.

· Projected large increase in traffic movements with no commitment to any road upgrade especially the Congewai/Sandy CK/Middle Rd intersection and no study of traffic movements along Sandy Creek Road.

· Paxton is to overlook back fences and be cut off from a ‘gated community’ called Sanctuary Village. The existing community will be cut off from the rural views and the historic Stanford Colliery No 2 site.

· There is no commitment to the creation of a playing field at any time during the development. The land to be donated to council, which can’t be used as home sites due to odour from the sewerage plant, will not be handed over until Stage 3.

· The Sanctuary village at Paxton is mostly within long standing Odour Buffer Zone for the Sewerage Treatment Works. 

· A number of the Water retention ponds to handle run off from houses are within the flood zone (plus up to 17 blocks expect to be flood affected). This means that polluted water will enter the waterways in a flood event. This contravenes Environmental Protection Act 1970.

· The proposed 4,000 lots in North Bellbird will provide any local job opportunities for the community in the immediate future. We do not need this development.

· There is no draft Voluntary Planning Agreement as set out in the Director General’s Requirements.

Yours  sincerely

