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Wollombi Museum Open Day 2011 at the Wollombi Valley Country Fair  

This year was the most exciting, colourful, noisy and 

financially successful Museum Open Day we have had in 

the three years the Wollombi Valley Country Fair has been 

held. 

The Noises ï ñKA-BOOMò as the cannons fired, ñBANG-

BANG-BANGò as the muskets smoked, chainsaws scream, 

adzes and picks bite, soldiers shout ñFORM RANKSò, farm 

engines puff away and patrons and visitors chatter ï the 

2011 Museum Open Day was alive. 

Our main attraction was the NSW CORPS OF MARINES 

dressed up in NSW Special Corps and Red óPit Helmetsô 

Corps, convicts, gunners and settlers clothes for the era 

1820 to 1860. Cannons smoked and Wollombi shook, 

musket drills took place, convicts were captured and 

lashed and a tent exhibit explained the army, police and 

living conditions of this period. A special thank you to Peter 

Hutton and his 15 membership group who re-enacted 

events of this era. 

Ian Sternbeck showed us his skills again in preparing a 

wooden trough out of a 5 foot tree billet. The trough will be 

part of our timber/farm display along with a mounted slab 

cut by Steve Spreckley. 

Steve again also showed his skill in cutting slabs with his 

long barred chainsaw. The remaining slabs will be used by 

Steve to construct an early day bench for the Museum. 

Albert Kraan, our local stonemason, showed us his skills in 

chiselling a birdbath out of local sandstone blocks. The 

birdbath was sold and other orders followed. 

And then there was the Cake and Cupcake Competition 

with delicious cakes and decorated cupcakes being 

judged. The Cakes (a very tasty experience for our judges) 

were delicious with Angela Prenticeôs moist chocolate cake 

taking out the winning prize of dinner for 2 at Paninoôs 

Restaurant accompanied by a Noyce bottle of wine. The 

decorated cupcakes were outstanding with Jane Young 

winning 1st Prize in the over 12 segment. Janeôs plate of 

cupcakes depicted the Mad Hatters Tea Party. Second 

prize went to Louise Hicks with her High Tea Tray which 

included teapot, cups and cupcakes.  

 

Continued next page... 

Above:  NSW Corps of Marines  

Above and Below:   Artisans - Ian Sternbeck (left) and Albert Kraan (right)  Steve 

Spreckley, showing their  skills 
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Please join us  for  

Christmas  Day Mass 

10:30am  At St.Michael `s 

Cont/.....Museum Open Day at the Fair 

Charles McLean won 3rd prize with a single cupcake 

presentation depicting a detailed likeness of a yellow and 

black bee. The under 12 Cupcakes were won by Emily and 

Lachlan with their Ladybird, Spiderman and Animal 

cupcakes.  

All Cakes and Cupcakes entered were excellent. Cupcake 

prizes were $50 for 1st, $30 for 2nd and $20 for 3rd place 

and so with such prizes put forward we look forward to a 

bigger competition next year. 

We raffled Marcia Hoipoôs famous traditional and ever so 

moist fruit cake which was won by Gwen Landsbury of 

Paynes Crossing Road. Gwen needed a Christmas cake 

and now has one. 

Outside the Museum grounds Denis Brown and Brian 

Sherlock ran their restored vintage farm machines. An old 

3hp Anderson engine, built in the early to mid 1900ôs for 

the milking industry, and an open crank hit & miss engine 

built, for general farm use, putted away. Also on show was 

a Gunsmith tractor driven by a leather belt when in transit 

which, when stationery, was converted to run other farm 

machines. On this day it ran a corn grinder by the same 

belt that drove the tractor when in transit.  

The attached pictures show these above events and 

indicate how great a Museum Open Day it was. 

Thank you to Erica, Loris, Melisa and Fred for all the hard 

work put into making this Museum Open day such a 

success. 

Join us again next year on the first weekend in November, 

2012 for the Wollombi Valley Country Fair and the Museum 

Open Day. The NSW ñRedò Corps of Marines will be 

returning to put on an even bigger and better display of 

early colonial historyô 

Lindsay Self 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Restored Vintage farm machines supplied 

by  Denis Brown and Brian Sherlock 
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No rain but it sure was hot !  

The first 2 years of our Fair it rained and rained, but this year it was sunny both days but certainly pretty warm on Sunday.  

Despite the hot weather the Fair was a great success with more stalls, a greater variety of attractions and the wonderful 

Museum Open Day on Sunday with the NSW Corp of Marines. This year there seemed to be more people spread out 

throughout the Village and stall areas, particularly on Sunday, rather than being concentrated in one area. 

Once again the 2 day Fair was a real community event with the woodchop at the Tavern on Saturday and Museum being the 

focus on Sunday. It was great to see the Wollombi Bush Fire Brigade engine turn into Negro St on Saturday with siren 

sounding and the sprinkers spraying water everywhere. And then on Sunday to hear Robert Pankhurst from HOOFS reciting 

some poems of Banjo Paterson in front of the Tennis Club. It was enough to bring Dave Carpenter, tongs in hand and looking 

great in an apron, away from his cooking duties to hear Robert. 

Where else but Wollombi could you hear the Hari Kristnas playing their drums under the big oak tree in front of the St 

Michaelsô Stall in the St Johnsô grounds; and at the same time competing with the Laguna Public School marimba band. Yes, 

this happened on Sunday! 

It was wonderful to see all the parents and kids from Laguna Public School involved in their stall and marquee. They had sold 

out of food by early Sunday afternoon and by then the marimbas had performed a number of times on both days to much 

appreciation and applause.  

As in past years the Saturday activities concluded with a sausage sizzle at the Tennis Club and then the wonderful 
Lantern Parade; again led by Father Graham the Town Crier and Michael Young the Town Piper. The very first lantern 
was a big fire engine constructed by Sally Sullivan who we must all thank for her terrific work in putting the lantern 
parade together. 

A special thank you to all those on the organising committee made up of people from many of the numerous groups in 
the Valley. And also the Tennis Club for allowing the markets to operate on the grass area adjacent to the club. 

As I said after the 2009 festivities, I think its ófairô to say that the two day Fair with the stalls, woodchop, lantern parade, 
Museum open day, and many smaller activities was a wonderful community event. 

Michael Noyce 

 

WOLLOMBI COUNTRY FAIR   2011  

Right and Below:    Some of the many stalls along Negro Street  

Below:  It was great to see locals lining up for a bit of 

 relaxation with Ian Bawdenõs  treatments! 
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Dispatch from Laguna Public School  

  

   Do you hear the marimbas, Fernando?  That immortal line from pop maestros ABBA was at the  

   forefront of everyoneôs mind as our marimba ensemble took up residence at the Wollombi Country 

   Fair. The children had a great time performing, and they were joined at one point by some audience 

   members who quickly picked up on the melodies. Thanks to lots of parent help we enjoyed a  

   successful weekend selling corn and musical instruments. On Saturday night our students 

participated in the lantern parade, which had a lovely ethereal quality to it. 

As we head into our last few weeks of school for 2011, there is a lot to organise and do. We are preparing for our annual 

Presentation Night on Tuesday 6
th
 December commencing at 6.00pm, and we have our annual Carols night on Monday 

12th December, at St Marks church in Laguna from 6.30pm. Children are participating in a 5-day intensive swimming 

program just in time for summer, and we have hosted our 2012 Kindergarten cohort on several occasions as part of our 

school orientation program. 

Our vege garden and cooking programs continue to be a success. Our students really look forward to Fridays where 

they get to prepare, cook and eat produce from our garden. In recent weeks children have enjoyed dips made from 

broad beans and beetroot (separately of course), spinach and ricotta cannelloni and vegetable kebabs. As part of the 

program children also learn about nutrition, food labelling and packaging and recipe writing. Mrs Shaunessy has done a 

great job putting this program together, and we will kick on with it in 2012 with an expanded vegetable garden. Thank 

you also to the parents and school friends who have helped us get to this point ï special mention must go to Rose 

whose energy and knowledge, especially around composting, has been a major contributor to our success. 

Craig Howe Laguna Students  drew the crowds when they performed on Saturday and Sunday at the Wollombi Valley Country Fair! 


